
The middle of this year marked a 
signficant milestone for ETCAsia: 
our third intake of students. 
For the first time, we had a full 
complement of students for 
the three year graduate and 
undergraduate degrees that we 
offer.
This intake was also significant 
for a couple of other reasons. 
First, it was our largest intake so 
far: 
• 9 full-time students
• 2 new part-time students
Previous intakes were:
2017/18: 9 full-time + 3 part-time
2018/19: 8 full-time + 2 part-time
Second, it was marked by 
something that we have hoped 
and prayed for: international 
students from nearby countries. 
Some of these students have 
been particularly sent to us to 
become leaders in their own 
countries, perhaps in theological 
training themselves. The range 
of countries represented now are  
Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Indonesia and Australia.  

As can be imagined, the presence 
of international students has 
created all manner of new 
challenges for the college as 
well as for other students. It has 
also raised the awareness of the 
needs and opportunities in these 
countries. 

We are thankful to God for some 
of our supporting churches who 
have not only encouraged such 
students to come but who have 
also supplied important pastoral, 
language and other help for these 
students (and also, in some cases,  
spouses). 

Our existing students have 
adjusted very well to the changes 
and have cared well for the new 
intake of students. The college 
continues to be a place marked 
by strong collegiality among 
students and their loving support 
of each other. Not only is there 
a strong desire to make Christ 
known outside college but also to 
offer Christlike love and support 
for each other (and for faculty and 
staff).
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Praise God for sustaining the 
ministry of the college for the 
past three years and blessing it 
with increases in students and the 
good quality of them in terms of 
ability, godliness and commitment 
to Jesus and growing in their 
knowledge of Scripture and 
willingness to put it into practice. 
Also thank the Lord for increases 
in faculty and administrative staff 
both paid and voluntary. 

A NEW ACADEMIC YEAR... 
...AN EXCITING THIRD INTAKE
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Lecturer/Trainer:  Rev Dr Andrew Reid
Dates:    Thursdays: 
   10, 17 and 24 October 2019
Time:    7 to 9pm 
   (registration at 6:30pm)
Address:   YMCA, 1 Orchard Road, 
   S(238824)
Register:   tinyurl.com/etca-ec10
Cost:    Early bird $90 (until 19/9/19)
   Standard $120 (until 3/10/19)
This course supplies and demonstrates a model for 
interpreting the Bible that was developed by 
Andrew and has been used around the world to 
train lay people and preachers and teachers of 
God’s word to interpret Scripture for themselves 
and for preaching and teaching God’s people. It is 
easy to understand and use and is soon to be 
published by Langham Partnership.

The Book of Revelation: 
Blueprint for the Future?

Understanding the Book of Revelation (Part 2)

Lecturer/Trainer:  Rev Dr Rohintan Mody
Dates:    Thursdays:
   6, 13 and 20 February 2020
Time:    7 to 9pm    
   (registration at 6:30pm)
Address:   Yet to be announced.
Register:   tinyurl.com/etca-ec11
Cost:    Early bird $90 (until 16/1/20)
   Standard $120 (until 30/1/20)
The Book of Revelation is one of the most amaz-
ing books ever written. It raises many questions 
about the future of the world, the identity of the 
antichrist, the millennium, the coming of Christ, 
and heaven and hell. This is the second of two part 
which together will enable you to to interpret and 
apply Revelation correctly.

Hearing God’s Voice Today:
The Doctrine of Revelation

Lecturer/Trainer:  Rev Dr Marty Foord
Dates:  Thursdays:
 2, 9 and 16 April 2020 
Time:  7 to 9pm 
 (registration at 6:30pm)
Address:  Yet to be announced
Register:  tinyurl.com/etca-ec12
Cost:  Early bird $90 (until 12/3/20)
 Standard $120 (until 26/3/20)

How does God speak to us? 
A still small voice? 

A hunch? 

How we think about guidance is absolutely crucial 
in the Christian life. This course will unpack from 
Scripture how God speaks to humans today, and 
how God guides us through life.

Evening Courses/Cer  fi cate of Ministry

Other

https://etcasia.edu.sg/
https://form.jotform.me/92547800215454
https://form.jotform.me/92547687278476
https://form.jotform.me/91862413782462
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UPCOMING EVENTS

IMPORTANT DATES...

ETCAsia is glad to team up with Project Timothy as it seeks to challenge and equip people for ministry. For 
this purpose we have freed up our students to attend. Register here: http://projecttimothy.com/register

16 – 27 Sept    ETCA Weeks 8–9 
30 Sept – 7 Oct  Mark Thompson (break from usual lectures)
 2–3 Oct  Big Picture Conference
 5 Oct   Ministry Matters
7 Oct – 3 Nov  ETCA Weeks 10–13
 10 Oct   Evening Lectures: ‘The Five Looks’
 17 Oct   Evening Lectures: ‘The Five Looks’
 24 Oct  Evening Lectures: ‘The Five Looks’
28 Oct – 1 Nov  Study Break before exams
4 – 8 Nov   ETCA Exam Week
11 Nov – 5 Jan 2020  Semester Break
6 Jan    Semester 2 Begins

https://etcasia.edu.sg/
http://projecttimothy.com/register
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Jenny and Marty are so glad to have recently moved 
to Singapore to help out at ETCAsia. 

Marty taught theology at Trinity Theological College 
in Perth Australia for the last nineteen years, and 
Jenny was the women’s worker at St Matthew’s 
Anglican Church at Shenton Park in Perth for the 
last thirteen years. 

Marty will be teaching theology at ETCAsia and 
Jenny will also work at ETCAsia mentoring the 
female students and teaching Pastoral Care. 

Marty and Jenny are so excited to be at ETCAsia 
because of its strategic vision: teaching future Bible 
teachers for South East Asia. They’ve been enjoying 
getting to the know the current students and 
learning about Singaporean life. Marty and Jenny 
are slowly learning to understand Singlish but love 
the variety of food in Singapore. When we asked for 
what they would like prayer, they said:

Give thanks that:
• God has answered so many prayers in the transition from Australia to Singapore.
• Accomodation has been provided.
• They’ve settled into Singaporean life without too much trouble so far.

Pray that they will:
• Understand well, and adapt to, a new culture in humility and as servants.
• Find a church to settle in.

INTRODUCING 
MARTY AND JENNY FOORD

SOME FUEL FOR PRAYERS FOR OUR STUDENTS
I charge you in the presence 
of God and of Christ Jesus, who 
is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and 
his kingdom: preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and 

exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching. For the time is 
coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own 

passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths. As for 
you, always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.  [2 Timothy 4:1–5; ESV]

https://etcasia.edu.sg/
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CHANGES AT ETCASIA 
(INCLUDING NEW PEOPLE)

In the last six months there have 
been significant changes at 
ETCAsia. Not only have we taken 
our third intake of students and 
increased our numbers of both 
local and international students. 
We have also outgrown our 
premises.

When the college first started all 
we needed was two lecture rooms, 
some walls for bookcases of many 
books and a location from which 
faculty, administrative staff and 
volunteers could work. However, 
since then we’ve added two 
more fulltime faculty and their 
books as well as more students. 
Our two units in the Parklane 
Shopping Mall on Selegie Road 
were no longer sufficient for 
personnel but we’d also run out 
of walls along which we could 

put books. Additionally, we 
were in need of a librarian who 
could give dedicated focus to 
the organisation of the library. 
Moreover, with a growing number 
of students and the complications 
of organising curriculum, we 
needed a registrar who could give 
more focus to such matters.

The end result of this was that 
the board approved three major 
changes: 

• Searching for and appointing 
a registrar.

• Searching for and appointing 
a librarian, at least part time.

• Finding additional office 
space somewhere in the 
Parklane Shopping Mall for a 
more adequate and functional 

library, librarian 
and extra offices 
for the additional 
personnel.

In the grace of God, 
we have found a 
registrar, Catharine, 
who has been 
such a welcome 
addition to the 
staff and an answer 
to our prayers. 
She is thorough, 
thoughtful and 
cheerful and is 
gradually helping 
us develop better 
practices in relation 
to students and 
curriculum.

As far as additional 
accommodation 
is concerned, God 
answered our 
prayers bountifully 

New Offi ce for Andrew and Heather

An Snapshot of Part of the New Library

here as well. Although we would 
have liked to have another unit 
next door to the existing two, 
that was not possible and so we 
looked further afield, eventually 
settling on a unit a floor above 
our existing two units. After 
renovation, the result was a good 
library space and three offices: 
one for Andrew and Heather 
(pictured above); another for 
another three or four staff 
members and a third for the 
librarian. 

The advantage of this unit is that 
a large space was left for shelving 
and the ability to overflow to 
some remaining shelving on 
the other floor (e.g. for books 
that are in high demand, are 
seldom accessed or are general 
reference). 

We have yet to find a librarian full 
or part-time. However, even if we 
were to find one tomorrow, we are 
not sure whether we could afford 
one! On the next page we supply 
further information about the 
financial situation of the college. 

https://etcasia.edu.sg/
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The spreadsheet above gives a picture of our current financial situation. Thanks to the generosity of many 
in Singapore and the fact that some of our faculty have brought significant support with them, we have had 
two good years of surplus. However, because of the factors outlined earlier, such as:
• necessary staff and faculty increases;
• increased space needed for three full years of students and a growing library...
along with:
• a significant dropping off of support (43% less than the preceding year)...
we experienced a small deficit last financial year and are facing a significant deficit in the next financial 
year. 
As a result of these factors, we are asking if you might prayerfully begin to financially support the college if 
you are not already doing so or renew your support if you have already been supporting the college.
In order to assist you to do this, we would like to initiate a couple of mechanisms that might be of help, such 
as:
• We will enable online giving to the college.
• A number of our faculty already produce regular prayer letters for people who have committed to 

prayerfully and/or financially support these faculty and we will open these communications to others.
For our part, we commit ourselves to providing more regular updates like this one (at least two but 
hopefully three each year).
You may use the following link to... 

Financially give to the general ministy of ETCAsia
tinyurl.com/etca-pledge    Receive regular prayer information and/or financially support one of 

our faculty

https://form.jotform.me/71981613890464
https://etcasia.edu.sg/



